Parabolas

Direction of Directix

horizontal / vertical

Equation of Directrix

Direction Parabola
Opens

up-or-down / sideways

Template for Equation

X = 4py / _vz =4px

Sign of p

positive / negative

Relative Positions of
F (focus), V (vertex),
D (directrix)

Sketch of Parabola

x> =4py positive
DVF
vertical negative
F
v
D
up-or-down negative
FVD
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D
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F
V¥ = 4px negative
horizontal positive




